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Annual Peace Studies & International Development 

Conference for Africanist Doctoral Students and Early 

Post-Doctoral Career Scholars and Practitioners 

Scheduled to take place at the 

University of Bradford in United Kingdom, 4th May 2017 

Theme: Resources, Conflict and Development in Africa 

CALL FOR SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS 

This conference aims to explore contemporary issues on natural resources, conflict and 

development in Africa. At the early years of regaining their independence in the 1960s and 1970s, 

most Africans and African states had high expectations that independence would quickly result in 

economic development, political stability and durable peace. However, these expectations did not 

materialise in most countries. Instead, the continent largely faced extreme levels of mismanagement 

of resources, economic volatility, political corruption and social inequality. The intervention of the 

IMF and World Bank through the so-called Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) during the 

peak of the African economic crises in the 1980s and 1990s plunged the majority of African 

economies into deeper balance of payment crises and recession. Political instability, armed conflicts 

and civil wars took centre stage in nearly half of the African countries, which led the Economist 

magazine to portray Africa as the “Hopeless Continent” in a controversial headline coverage 

published in May 2000.  

 In recent years, the tide has started to change. Despite a few continuing armed conflicts in some 

parts of the continent and the volatility experienced in certain commodity market prices, Africa has 

been positively described by diverse international news media as “a progressive Africa,” “a continent 

on the rise”, and the “region with some of the fastest growing economies in the world”. How can 

Africa capitalise on the significant political and economic change recorded in recent years to 

transform itself into a more peaceful and prosperous continent? How can African states and people 

mobilize their enormous natural and demographic resources to build robust, resilient and integrated 
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economies? In what ways can the continent best resolve some of the persisting armed conflicts, 

build sustainable peace and achieve democratic consolidation and equitable development?  

It is on the backdrop of a “rising Africa” that this call for papers therefore invites doctoral research 

students and early career scholars and practitioners from all relevant disciplines to brainstorm on 

contemporary realities and challenges in the African conflict, security, peace and development 

landscape, as well as how the continent relates to the rest of the world.  

Conference Cluster themes 

1) Natural Resources and Conflict  

 Natural resource, rebel insurgencies, political instability and civil wars  

 Resource conflicts and security challenges 

 Natural resources, climate change, environment and conflicts 

 Resource distribution, poverty, and conflicts 

 Resource management, democracy and human rights  challenges 

2) Transition from Resource Conflict to Peace and Peacebuilding  

 Theoretical and practical reflections on the resource curse debate 

 Breaking the resource conflict trap 

 Frameworks for peace: natural resources and conflict prevention & mitigation 

mechanisms 

 African Security Architectures and challenges to conflict resolution and peacebuilding 

 Transitional justice, accountability and peacebuilding  

 Human security and post-conflict peacebuilding 

 Democracy and sustainable peace 

3) Natural Resources, Demographic Change and Development 

 The political economy of poverty, conflict and development in resource-rich states 

 Contemporary crises of development and underdevelopment  

 Post-conflict recovery and development 

 Aid and development 

 Gender and development   
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4) Conflict, Security, Peace and Development Nexus 

 Theoretical debate on the conflict, security, peace and development nexus 

 Security sector reform in post-conflict environments 

 Human security, sustainable peace and development 

 Liberal peacebuilding, democracy and development  

 Presidential term limit, conflict and democratic peace 

 

5) Regional Integration, Security and Development 

 Security regionalism and economic integration 

 The political realities of regional security and integration in the African Union and Regional 

Economic Communities (RECs) 

 Trans-border trade and cooperation in Africa: Formal and informal dimensions 

 Political and economic Integration in Africa: Challenges and opportunities  

 

6) Africa and the Rest of the World 

 Africa and the West 

 China – Africa Relations 

 Africa and the Middle East 

 Africa, Brexit and the European Union 

 Africa and the UN 

 Africa and the emerging economies of Asia and Latin America 

 African foreign policies, trade and development 

 International terrorism and home-grown terror 

 Conflict intervention and international peacekeeping in Africa 

 Africa and the International Financial Institutions (IFIs) 

This conference is open to doctoral students and early career scholars, researchers and 

practitioners. Potential participants and paper presenters are required to submit an Abstract of 200 - 

300 words on or before 15th November 2016 to: africanistpgrc2017-group@uni.bradford.ac.uk  

All shortlisted participants will be required to submit the first draft of their papers at least two 

months before the conference. The conference is expected to result in a co-edited book (Lead 

Editor: Professor Kenneth Omeje, Senior Research Fellow, John & Elnora Ferguson Centre of African 

Studies, University of Bradford). Kindly note that all short-listed participants will be responsible for 

the full-cost of their participation, including visa, travels, accommodation and subsistence.   
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